“Back of the Scenes at the SIDESHOW

Ever see the legless woman of the sideshaw? This
piciure shows how a mivcor sereens the lawer
half of the perfornses’s bady as though cur in nwo.

N DARKEST Africa, the Veodoo witch

doctor charges on admission amd lets
superstitiows blacks view his weicd eallec.
tion ‘of miracles: in more progressive coun
trics, intelligenl peaple poy their thin dimes
every year (o see “The Hall Lady,” “Thae
Human Mermaoid,” “Oregon John," and
seoves of other “strange, strange people,”
whao migrate from slate 10 state ']"'i“E i
summer monthe upder the “iLI_‘llI,III]}'ﬂ'I'II lan-
nerd of the sideshow.  Human noture is
reedy the smme the world over—we just liks

tor Boe Brunked!
The Spider Girl

One of the oldest of sideshiow exliliiis,
and one that a2ill draws thoesamds of prenple
allm:la].]:,-‘, 1% I‘fiilil_'[,l':u':i," or “The Spider
Giel™  This Titde lady deserves your sym.
pathy. She has been enotrapped 80 the
mesh of a lwge spider web, and her cap.
tor, apparently, has econsumed her bady,
for nothing but her head is visible Crom
whepe Pl Wiew her with anouth agape,

But—its oll bunk! A mirror does the
trick. This runs from the rear of the box,
forward at an onglé of forty-five degrees,
and has its top edge hidden with o length
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If you have cver attended a sideshow—
and who hasn't?—you have looked at
astonishing exhibitions and seemingly
impossible feats and have wondered,
"haw do they da it?" King Deckert, an
old-time trouper, explains In this fascin-
ating article how the public is bunked. |

of white tape.  The girl is merely leaning
Forward against this glass, as showa fn e
drawing, witls her boead lorsse uj 1|.I|:'I'.|II.EII.
the weh, OF conrse, a voped-off area keeps
the spectntor of o =nfe distance, e from
where he stands the illusion @8 quite e
plete—the mirror reflecting the botton of
the box and showing only the head of 1he
copeealed gl :Jpparrrnlly trapped in the
meshes of 1he !]:i:h"r‘ weli,

Mirtor Presents Tllusion

The “Hall Lady™ is o populur sidesliow
effeot which 8 dependont ugon the principlhe
of rellection.  In this case, a special tohle
iz wsed, with a reund segment cutl out of
the back 1o it the waist of the prospective
lealess womam,  The mirror i3 placed dia
gonally between the left fromt and rigle

=ee

except for her head.

tear frgs of the table, Locking o the
aleove from o Enir distance, veu get the
impresaion of there breing nothing whilsa,
ever under 1he table—thanks 1o the marros
—and the illusion of a legless woman 3
complete,

Did you ever zec the “Sword Ladder®”
In this effect, the performer, barefoated, as:
eods and descends 5 Tadder of swords, amd
oll this without injury 10 Dimsell  More.
over, the swords are sharp—the b rkis”
is there to show yoi with thae arclade mah-
od of cutting a lock of hair that these are

no P‘ﬂ.}ﬂlingg..

H_‘:'W- then, dees the perforeser do i1?
answer iy faiely sivaple,  In the fiest
place, the swords are veally quine dull, the
razarlike kecnness bieing Eound oenly on
the extreme tip and Buse of the blade In
the second place, the fect of the performee

Halding a rock on one's cheit while a strong
man breaks it with @ sledge hammer i 2 stelking
ahunt, mot at all s wncomfortable a1 might b
supposd, A beick can by broken in the hapd '
with a hammer, withouwt cawing any pain

Modern Mechanics and !‘-ﬂ"’!‘ﬂlfﬂn; fFor AHSHSE

OF course you've seen this one=che girl in the wels shons she spidee Tias appareenly consmmed eoticely
Ins o favorine sideshow illusion, accomplisthed with the aid of & sairear

have been towglwesed o a cemarkalle degren
tElm:rgEL a contimial application af aluen
0F Biimin eher Ao IH'!TiEIIl of Trem s3x monhs
to mamy years, The cest s simple. Yoo
prodaldy know thal even n eomparatively
sharp razor will not cul you if L s pressed
directly inte your hand and at right angles
to the skine  The sword elimber operates
on the same pranciple By balapcing his
wiight t:requ}- sno08 to avoid any side
slip. he can asoend and descend the Lndder
with perlect Bnpunity.

Breaking a Reck on One’s Chest

The stromg man, Loo, comea in for hia
share of hunking the public,. One of his
faverite effects b5 the famows “Hock Teoake
gy Tear,™ in which a ]:III.EI: alals of pramte
iz Deoken fn two with a sledge hammer
while it is reposing on the chest of our
Do,
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Walking barefooted on swords doesn’t bathee
this 'plrﬁn:m-:r. The soles of his feet are |nug'h-
rned with alam, the center sections of the swords
an which he steps are dull, and he is careful to
step straight down on the blade to aveid cutting.

There is no trickery connected with 1his
masterpicce of deception: rather the effect
depends upon a public whose knowledge of
the laws of inertia i a linle less than noth-
ing. Even a brick mason ecould witness
the demenstration and marvel, yet he per
forms the same effect every day when he
plages o brick in his hand and breaks it in
twain with a few light taps of a hammer,
He would deem it abzurd if anyone were
1o ask him if the breaking of a brick in thi=
fughion did not hurt his hand; yet he stands
in open-mouthed wonder when the same
effect is performed on a large scale within
the glamourows confines of the sideshow
tent. )'ll:ll.l.':l]}l', the strang man i:;t[w!rii!m;r—.l
very little discomfort—the hammer being so
small in proportion to the weight of the
stone that the force is distributed 1o all
parts of the bleck and thercby made almo=1
negligible,
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“Believe Only Half of What You See,” Sideshow Patron’s Slogan

The fabled mermaids of yore had their
abode in the briny deep and only poked
their adorable neses out of the water at
the witching hour. But . . . the mermaid
von see in the sideshow ... There she
sits, day after day, entirely submerged in a
glass tankful of water, with the fishes play-
ing around her hody, never coming to the
surface for & whiff of fresh air. .

Underwater Mermaids

How does she da 12 *Simply because,”
as the barker puts i, “simply because she's
a real, live mermaid, :mi real live mer- |
maids like that kind of stuff!™  Actually,
however, the “nigger in the woodpile” is
semething quite different. The mermaid 8
rever in the water]! She isn’t even wet!
Al she does is take her place behind a glass
tank which conteins a varied eollection of
fish, water and seaweed. The walls of the
box in which she sits is printed 1o resemble
marine life, and from a distance the illu.
sion af ane large tank of water with a mer.

This Emnlnpped diver i+ not "faking” his sture
re’s no chance af thar, He @, however.
weapjed in an aabestos suit 1o shisdd hiz body.

Modera Mechanics an

Yiewed from the feont, this poor m

ermaid seems o be sining submerged in a water-filled tank, play-

ing with the sharks and swordfish, but she im't really, at all. The glas tank contsining the fishes
is only a foot wide, and the mermaid sits behind i, Inset shows trick as it appears from above.

maid seated in the center of it is effected.

A popular sideshow altraction which has
enjoved consideralle success during the past
few years is “The Peirified Lady™ This
illusion enn toke other forms, zuch o *“The
Petrified Man,” “Oregon John,” ete., the
effect in each case being the same—namely,
that of a petrified person who still Lreathes,
end in some cases even talks.

Pump Serves Dummy as Lung

The method commenly employed in the
construction of this freak is the familiar
wax dummy, This can be made very life-
like, and with the addition of a pair of
mechanical lungs, operated by electric bel-
lows from below the couch on which the
dummy lies, can be made to beeathe with
2 naturalness which is altogether human,

arfous other attachments are ndded to the
figire, cnabling her o frath ot the mouth
i a very unladylike manner, snore with
at guste, ete. With the use of advanced
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radio, some of these petrified fgures are
even made to answer simple questions
which the pudience may coll out.
Maturally enough, everything aboat the
sideshow cannot be bunked. That would
be almost: impossible.  Many of the side.
show altractions are legitimate enough, The
outdoor free stunts which are used to hally
heo the show are likewise of o bona Ade na-
ture.  Among the more spectacular of these

is the shooting of a man from a cannon to a
et 130 feet distant, the motive power being
a large spring concealed in the cannon; and
the “Flaming Torch™ act in which a gasa.
line-drenched figure is set afire before div.
ing 60 or 100 fect downward to a small
tank of water.

. But—inside the tent you will find 75 per-
cent pure bk, Not that it matters, Gen-
uine or fake, the attraction s sought by an
eager public, who year after year are a liv-
ing testimony fe the thing which keeps the
carnival and sideshow in existence—we just
like to be bunked!
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